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Short Description of the Project. 
 

The project engaged a total of 3541 participants, 3217 citizens at a national level, and 324 citizens at an international level. They 

participated in 2 x 15 national debates or debate series, with 2 international exchanges for participants selected through national 

events. The knowledge gained at an international exchange was disseminated back on the local/national level through spin-off 

activities.  

The participants' profile involved mainly young people, with a about 25% coming from a disadvantaged background (ethnic 

minorities, rural community, linguistic minorities). More than half of all participants were female.  

 

The aim of the national and international events were to educate young people about EU, current topical issues, and civic 

engagement; enable their ability to raise their voices and opinions about these issues; and grant them skills for critical thinking, 

public speaking, and collaboration, in line with the 21st century skills approach and the Paris Declaration. 

This was done by involving the methodology of debate competition, workshops on content and skills and public debates. National 

events received thematic unity due to the selection of topics by all partners and development of educational materials by a 

Curriculum Team. 

 

We organised in total 28 national debates for one country, and 2 cross country debates where 6 countries were involved (Slovenia 

and Hungary). In addition we organised two international events for 16 countries. 

 

2 out of the 28 national debates were international in nature themselves. In Hungary and in Slovenia international tournaments 

were held which included participants from 6 countries. 

 

At the International Exchanges students followed workshops delivered by expert young peers from all partner countries, engaged 

in public debates, and practiced their reasoning and presentation skills through demonstration debates. Through excursions, 

games, and country expos we increased knowledge and the network of young people across their country's borders. 

 

The results of each event were disseminated through the social media of IDEA NL and the partners, and are made available upon 

our website. 

 

In total the amount per event was: 

3217 for 28 national events where 1-3 countries took part; 

Of which 196 participants attended international tournaments where 4-6 countries took part. 

 

And two international events for 16 countries each, where 324 people in total took part. 

 

Please describe the implemented activities - including the preparatory activities, if any - 
and the methods used.  

 
We firstly implemented a partner meeting. At this meeting we set shared guidelines on the project administration, the aims of the 

project, the themes, and the communication. We set up a Curriculum Team and communication lines with the organisers of the 

international events. 

 

The curriculum team build a set of motions and themes based on partner feedback that were used for the national events. 

The national events were debate workshops, public fora, or debate competitions for young people, many for disadvantaged 

backgrounds. For example, Estonia Debate Society organised Russian-language and Estonian-language events at the same time 

and venue. They used the themes set out within the partnership and collected youth's voices, for instance through online 

communication, debates with panels, or public debates at the culmination of the event with the best participants at the event. 

Participants selected and prepared 8 youth for their international exchange, and 2 chaperones. These chaperones were vetted and 

prepared to both offer consular support for their charges, as well as prepared together with the Curriculum Team their workshops 

for the Exchange. 

 

One event was classified as a "semi-international event", where members from multiple countries could take part in a national 

event, where English was the language. For the first phase this event was aimed at university students and took place in Hungary, 

for the second phase this event was aimed at high school students and took place in Slovenia. 

 

At the international exchange participants received a tour of Athens, workshops on debate skills, advocacy, current affairs, and 

citizen participation. They participated in practice debates and a panel debate and public debate with refugees living in Athens. 

 

Participants spun off their knowledge in local society through workshops, testimonials, papers in school journals and local 

newspapers. 

 

A second round of exchanges based on evaluations of the national and international program took place. National partners were 

supplied with lesson plans that they utilised to further prepare students for national and international events on topics of migration, 

youth employment, populism, autocracy, and human rights in the EU.  

A second round of national events took place on the same line as the first national events described above, with a further rigor 

based on the evaluations and educational packages. 

 



At the second international exchange in Slovenia we built from the Athens exchange by building a media team of youth, giving 

even more room for country Expo and bonding activities, and the panel debate included an academic, a MEP, and a 

Spitzenkandidaat for the EU Election. The focus of the Exchange was on the EU Elections and the challenges for young people, 

and we showed material from the EU get out the vote campaign. 

 

We evaluated the event afterwards through anonymised forms by all participants. 

 

Changes in relation of the original application. 
 
Everything went in line with the plan. Except 

 

1)We have implemented in 15 countries national or cross national debates twice which is 30 in total. We planned 34, but the UK 

and Greece couldn´t manage it. Our UK partner went bankrupt at the start of the event. Our Greek partners became overwhelmed 

by the influx of the refugee crisis, and the organisation of a massive event in summer 2019 that they were awarded after having 

written the application, and drained their resource pools. This meant that these partners lacked the capacity to fully contribute. We 

sought back-up partners in both countries, but other partners could not find the time and resources to cooperate. The Greek partner 

continued their aid in organising the Athens international exchange, ensured all logistics were arranged and that interactions and 

debate with refugee youth could be achieved. The falling away of the Greek and UK partners translated in other partners bringing 

in more participants in their events to ensure we kept our outputs at an acceptable level. 

 

2)We organised the Athens Exchange in October rather than in August. This was in part to secure cheaper flights away from 

summer season, as well as due to partners expressing concerns that the heat would be too much for their students. 

 

Impact and Citizen Involvement  
 

Citizens were impacted directly in the following ways: 

* at the national and international level young people received an extensive debate education to prepare themselves for the events. 

This included: 

** skill-building for young people through debate methodology: public speaking, critical thinking, confidence-building, 

argumentation and applied logic, research ability, vocal control, control over body language, ability to interact and respond to 

other people's ideas on the basis of ideas, content, and fair exchange; 

** awareness of current affairs, focused both on youth' interest and involvement, and on themes selected by partners to fit 

European dimensions: youth employment, migration, the refugee crisis, the rise of anti-EU populism, the rise of autocracies, 

protection of human rights. 

** the mindset and abilities to be an active citizen. 

 

These participants spun off this information through their own communities, both through structured and unstructured ways. 

Participants wrote in school journals, gave workshops at their local school or after-school neighbourhood centres, and were 

interviewed by local newspaper articles; 

They volunteered and organised their own debate clubs in their local environments; 

They build media that showed their voices and ideas about current affairs and how these affect them. 

 

As an impact we educated 3761 citizens directly on important 21st century skills. 

A majority of these citizens were female; a significant proportion of these citizens came from disadvantaged backgrounds 

(ethnic/linguistic/geographical minorities). These are citizens who have historically lacked participation in civil affairs. 

 

Direct testimonies/stories from project participants collected during the events.    
 

Youth produced the following video with impressions of the Kranjska Gora Exchange: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XlBRxrkcFk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_SuFyWpdtY 

They also participated in a high-level panel debate with politicians and academics: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4-KN190AkY 

 

Testimonial from International debate event in Athens (October 2018) Late past October, and a group of 7 other Slovenian 

debaters travelled to Athens to participate in CCMVE debate program - Creating Critical Minds and Voices in Europe. We were 

offered a variety of workshops European Union and its response on the ongoing refugee crisis, workshops on WSDA debate 

formate, logical fallacies, political systems, urban development, youth participation and skills of public speaking. We had three 

debate rounds against fellow participants from foreign countries on the topic of how to face and solve refugee crisis and why is it 

important for youth to vote. After every round we were provided with the feedback by debate judges. There was a lot of 

engagement with the lecturers. As a positive thing / would say It was a wonderful, well organised event, which promoted debate, 

creative and critical thinking, and showed us the importance of being an active citizen. As a negative thing I would point out it 

was totally inappropriate that we needed to participate or/and listen the debates with borderline anti-migrant rhetorics on the topic 

that the state is only responsible to its own citizens (Meta Stuhec, 18, Ljutomer)  

 

“Overall, in my opinion, the conference definitely broadened our horizons and gave us great opportunities to share and form 

opinions. I enjoyed my time in Athens greatly. I would like to thank IDEA for having us.” (Zsófia, Athens participant) 



"IDEA Athens was a great and memorable experience. We got to know debaters from all around Europe and learned a lot from 

them. I sincerely hope we will get the chance to travel and work with IDEA in the future” (László, Athens adult participant)  

“CCMVE International Exchange Athens was a very unique opportunity to network within the European debate community 

and enhance our debating skills. The professional part of the event mainly consisted of workshops several of which I found 

immensely interesting and beneficial. For example, I got to learn how to argue when fundamental human rights clash and I got 

to utilize this skill at the practice debates. Although the city of Athens left a lot to be desired I left with an overwhelmingly 

positive impression of the event.” (Márk, Athens participant) 

“I really enjoyed the whole thing, it was extremely interesting to get to know the best participants from the other countries and 

compete alongside them. (...) The competition itself was very exciting, too, although we had to debate in English about rather 

difficult topics, such as giving voting rights to migrants, climate change, and nationalism.” (Fanni, Kranjska Gora participant) 

“Participating in the IDEA debate weekend was such an experience. We didn’t only debate, but we also had the opportunity to 

discuss issues such as immigration, with other people, who sometimes had different perspectives on these topics. It truly 

opened up my eyes, on how people feel and think about these problems if they are from a different region of Europe. I truly 

believe, that everyone should participate at an event like this because these conferences can truly change your opinion and open 

up your eyes in ways, that you wouldn’t even think about” (Samu, Athens participant) 

 

Participants from Tilburg, The Netherlands, made a presentation that we can send to you about their experiences during the 

national and international events. Please mail dwelling@idebate.nl if interested. 

 

Key message(s) of citizens involved in the project 

 

Here are selected key messages collected from citizens during national events: 

 

• Main challenges of EU in the future are climate changes/environment and asylum politics. This should also be the 

priority of policy makers as well as the main focus of all political campaigns and discussions.  

•  Policy proposals for young Europeans should be based on a life course and systemic perspective. Challenges faced by 

individuals should be seen and addressed as a consequence of a series of  intertwined life events that occur within 

particular policy, socio-economic and cultural contexts.  

• EU should base its common internal and foreign policy in common goals and solidarity rather than on  cultural identity. 

The latest empowers antagonistic euro-sceptical parties and nationalistic populisms.  

• We should fight for strong EU since international / global approach is the only way to fight the most pressing issues of 

contemporary world such as climate changes.  

• EU should find better balance between strong social welfare and strong economic growth. One of the  possible options to 

do would be to focus on the role of the state in fostering long-run innovation led economic growth. This seems to be the 

only way to escape the old public versus private sector dichotomy There are different types of political participation and 

only the conventional participation (voting your representatives) is not enough to achieve the changes Europe needs in 

order to function properly. Sometimes some extend of civil disobedience is necessary in order to challenge the 

mainstream narratives and political trends. Students' strikes for climate are an example of such action.  

• One of the biggest problem of EU is the power of lobbyist in EU institutions. Civil society and institutional politics 

should do what is in their power to decrease their power.  

• We should be aware that the rise of the right wing populisms and nationalism was also cause by negative social-

economic situation in Europe. This is why EU should focus on fighting poverty and social inequality if we want to 

prevent further empowerment of euro-sceptical parties.  

• We should find the balance between free media (and free speech) on one and controlling hate speech on the other side, 

especially when it come to social media.  

• We should include all religions in the EU identity without denying the role of Christianity in the construction in the EU 

history." 

Dissemination and visibility of your project  

The project events and results were disseminated on all participants' social media channels and websites. The international events 

were also communicated through Facebook groups to allow participant sharing of materials and pictures, and to increase virality 

of content. 

Partners communicated their events and international participation through media partners on a local and national level. 

 

The project's results have been made available on the project website www.idebatepeaceanddemocracy.com 

 



Please also follow the hashtag #ccmve for social media outputs by our partners and participants: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=%23ccmve&epa=SEARCH_BOX 

 

A selection of links of events follows: 

 

https://nl.idebate.org/news/creating-critical-minds-and-voices-europe-goes-international 

https://nl.idebate.org/news/critical-minds-and-voices-across-europe-created-slovenia 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ zainproti/posts/ 2391045830922964  

https://drive.google.com/ drive/folders/ ink_mp9REGSnZq EVZATDZEJNJKKOL -MdH?usp=sharing  

https://www.facebook.com/ zainproti/posts/ 2391045830922964  

https://drive.google.com/ open? id=1Q5WXmYM9cn LayCzgBkZZmsW8 Z02SwdMO  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=II%20torneo%20de%20debate%20preuniversitario%20gas%20extremadura&epa=SEA

RCH_BOX 

https://www.dcgasextremadura.es/archivos/2495 

http://areaabogados.es/2019/05/03/area-jueces-del-ii-torneo-de-debatepreuniversitario-don-benito/ 

https://www.nuestracomarca.com/donbenito/6938-la-prohibici%C3%B3n-delas-casas-de-apuestas,-a-debate-endon-benito.html 

https://www.hoy.es/don-benito/torneodebate-reune-20190511002840-ntvo.html 

https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/noticias/economia/ii-torneo-debatepreuniversitario-gas-extremadura-reunemas-200-

estudiantes_1162373.html 

https://www.facebook.com/events/399367650516224/?active_tab=about 

http://www.sda.sk/co-robime-novinky/34-3-stredoslovensky-regionalny-turnaj-sdl.html 

https://www.facebook.com/events/921784917989526/?active_tab=about 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1UI-s2egy94mMXIJeoTmXpXwornckmZvS 

https://www.facebook.com/events/206327053306600/ 

https://www.debasucentrs.lv/rezultati 

https://www.cvg.edu.lv/index.php/notikumi/494-pavasara-debasu-turniros 

https://www.alberodellavita.org/di-battiamoci-programma-2018/ 

https://www.alberodellavita.org/critical-and-creative-minds-and-voices-europe-2018/ 

https://www.debasucentrs.lv/rezultati 

http://15vsk.liepaja.edu.lv/oskara-kalpaka-liepajas-15-vidusskolas-jauniesi-diskute- 

http://www.lvg.lv/starptautiskais-debasu-projekts-creating/876/ 



http://15vsk.liepaja.edu.lv/oskara-kalpaka-liepajas-15-vidusskolas-jauniesi-diskute- 

https://eurocircle.fr/language/en/creating-critical-minds-voices-europe-3/ 

https://argument.ee/sundmused/kesk-ja-pohikoolide-meistrivoistlused-2017-18-ii-etapp 

https://argument.ee/sundmused/kesk-ja-pohikoolide-meistrivoistlused-2018-2019-i-etapp-1 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1605548199500079/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/231305314463792/ 

https://koidulag.edu.ee/et/uudised/kaisime-ateenas-vaitluslaagris 

https://www.oesel.ee/meiekg/?s=4539 

https://debatovani.cz/2018/04/02/finalovy-turnaj-xxiii-rocniku-debatni-ligy/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/155563698446721/ 

https://debatovani.cz/2018/09/19/prvni-turnaj-xxiv-rocniku-debatni-ligy/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/257887328189921/ 

https://debatovani.cz/2019/01/17/treti-turnaj-xxiv-rocniku-debatni-ligy-a-debate-league/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/292451014674446/ 

https://krasjeugdwerk.be/projecten-themas/projecten/creating-critical-minds-and-voices-europe 

 

Visibility of the Europe for Citizens Programme  

Europe for Citizens was mentioned in all dissemination made by partners above. Its logo was displayed on program booklets and 

banners during all events carried out under this program. We paid special attention to Europe for Citizens in the thank you's of our 

event. Its logo appears on the event website and on the video of the event. If you follow the links of events above you will find the 

EfC logo mentioned on all events carried out, as follows our contractual obligations. 

Please see the video of the second international exchange as an example of the promotion we created: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XlBRxrkcFk and the website www.idebatepeaceanddemocracy.com 

Additional information 

Partners reported on a far larger number of participant than we can prove with signature sheets. We have opted to only show those 

events that we could prove using signature sheets, to maintain legal requirements set out within the project. 

Partners indicated that they had two issues with utilising the signature sheets. Firstly, partners from eg Spain, Greece, and 

Belgium indicated that young people were very hesitant to sign off on their legal information. They work primarily with 

vulnerable youth were distrust of authorities is high. The signature sheets were often filled in incomplete or not at all by them. 

The second issue, reported on by most partners, was that according to legal advice our under-18s are not allowed to sign the 

signature sheets which contain a large amount of private information without being allowed to do so through parental consent 

form. Receiving parental consent is often not feasible at these events, but it puts us in a conundrum. We would like to receive 

advice on how to use signature sheets, or input on how to find alternative ways to prove participation of youth at these events. 

http://www.idebatepeaceanddemocracy.com/


 

 The following events/activities have been carried out within this project: 
 
Event 1: International Exchange Athens 
Participation: The event involved 175 citizens, including 10 citizens from Bulgaria, 10 citizens from Belgium, 10 
citizens from Czech Republic, 10 citizens from Estonia, 10 citizens from Finland, 10 citizens from France, 25 
citizens from Greece, 10 citizens from Hungary, 10 citizens from Italy, 10 citizens from Latvia, 10 citizens from 
Lithuania, 10 citizens from Poland, 10 citizens from Slovakia, 10 citizens from Slovenia, 10 citizens from Spain, 
and 10 citizens from The Netherlands. 

Location / Dates: 25/10/2018 – 29/10/2018 

Short description: the aim of the event was to create an international socio-political and cultural youth-driven 
exchange on current affairs in Europe, focusing on the refugee crisis. Youth were given 21st-century skills using 
debate methodology in interactive workshops, enhanced their knowledge about and opinions on pan-European 
socio-political issues, and deepened cultural understanding and their international network at informal activities, 
teambuilding exercises, an excursion, and a cultural expo. They engaged in a panel debate discussing the main 
focus of the exchange in a joint way with experts. 
 

Event 2: International Exchange Kranjska Gora 
Participation: The event involved 175 citizens, including 10 citizens from Bulgaria, 10 citizens from Belgium, 10 
citizens from Czech Republic, 10 citizens from Estonia, 10 citizens from Finland, 10 citizens from France, 10 
citizens from Greece, 10 citizens from Hungary, 10 citizens from Italy, 10 citizens from Latvia, 10 citizens from 
Lithuania, 10 citizens from Poland, 10 citizens from Slovakia, 25 citizens from Slovenia, 10 citizens from Spain, 
and 10 citizens from The Netherlands. 

Location / Dates: 09/05/2019 – 13/05/2019 
Short description: the aim of the event was to create an international socio-political and cultural youth-driven 
exchange on current affairs in Europe, focusing on the EU elections and the youth vote. Youth were given 21st-
century skills using debate methodology in interactive workshops, enhanced their knowledge about and opinions 
on pan-European socio-political issues, and deepened cultural understanding and their international network at 
informal activities, teambuilding exercises, an excursion, and a cultural expo. They engaged in a panel debate 
discussing the main focus of the exchange in a joint way with experts. 
 

Event 3: Debate evening youngsters vs future teachers 
Participation: 30 participants from Antwerp( Kiel). 30 participants were male. 

Location/ Dates: Antwerp ( Kiel) : 29/3/2018 

Description: Youngsters and future teachers debated which each other on how school education can change into 
something that’s more valiable for both parties 

 

Event 4: National Debate Forum 2018 
Participation: The event involved 113 citizens. 43 from the city of Sofia ( Bulgaria ), 
14 participants from the city of Plovdiv (Bulgaria), 7 participants from the city of Varna, Bulgaria, 9 participants from 
the city of Bourgas,Bulgaria, 10 from the city of Ruse, Bulgaria, 8 from the city of Shoumen, Bulgaria, 4 from the 
city of Sliven, Bulgaria, 3 of the city of Kyustendil, Bulgaria, 7 from the city of Pazardzhik, Bulgaria, 6 from the city 
of Vratza, Bulgaria, 2 from the city of Stara Zagora, Bulgaria. 
45 of the participants were male. 68 of the participants were female. 107 of the participants were under 30 years of 
age. 6 of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Bourgas, Bulgaria, from 02/03/2018 to 05/03/2018 
Short description: The aim of the event was to: 
● gather the biggest amount of debaters regardless their age, experience and background in one place and 
communicate through the art of the debate 
● educate new members of the Bulgarian debating society about basic concepts and to provide them a 
platform for open discussion 
● present new techniques, advanced strategies and in depth knowledge about various of motions to the 
experienced debaters thanks to Bulgarian and international lecture assistance during the event 
● train inexperienced coaches how to create a debate club 
● provide advice and exchange of ideas for experienced coaches how to preserve and develop the already 
existing societies 
● provide training for adjudicators 
 
Event 5: National World schools Competition 2019 
Participation: The event involved 105 citizens, including 37 participants from the city of Sofia( Bulgaria ), 
10 participants from the city of Plovdiv (Bulgaria), 6 participants from the city of Pleven, Bulgaria, 9 from the city of 



Bourgas, Bulgaria, 7 participants from the city of Ruse, Bulgaria, 2 participants from the city of Petrich, Bulgaria, 8 
participants from the city of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria, 4 participants from the city of the city of Vratza, Bulgaria, 7 
from the city of Pazardzhik, Bulgaria, 4 from the city of Shoumen, Bulgaria, 3 from the city of Stara Zagora, 
Bulgaria, 2 participants from the city of Haskovo and 3 from the city of Sliven, Bulgaria. 
40 of the participants were male. 65 of the participants were female. 63 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 36 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. 6. of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Sofia, Bulgaria, from 04/05/2019 to 06/05/2019. 
Short description: The aim of the event was to: 
● Improve youngsters debate skills 
● Encourage youth to voice their concerns regarding society issues 
● Argue upon various types of motions 
● Develop persuasive speaking skills 
● Gain critical thinking and specific knowledge in numerous fields 
● Encourage judges to provide debaters with constructive feedback 

● Promote civic engagement 

 

Event 6 
Participation: The event involved 61 citizens from various cities and schools from the whole Czech Republic. 33 
of the participants were male. 28 of the participants were female. 32 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 28 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. Just 1 of the participants was over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Prague, Czech Republic, from 20/04/2018 to 23/04/2018.  
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants through competitive debates. Their 
topics were related mainly to media and democracy and the future of labor market. 
Motions: 

• Public service media are important for democracy 

• We should support replacing human labour with artificial intelligence 

• Passing a competency test should be a mandatory requirement for the right to vote 

• Majority voting system is preferable to the proportional one 
 
Event 7 
Participation: The event involved 90 citizens from various cities and schools from the whole Czech Republic. 54 
of the participants were male. 36 of the participants were female. 44 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 43 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. Just 3 of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Hradec Králové, Czech Republic, from 19/10/2018 to 21/10/2018.  
Short description: The aim of the event was to educate young participants through competitive debates. Their 
topics were related mainly to gender inequality, pollution, and global politics. 
Motions: 

• Traditional gender roles of men and women in families are outdated 

• Disposable plastic packaging should be prohibited 

• The development of nuclear weapons has brought more harm than good 

• Sports' clubs should be punished for bad behavior of their fans 
 

Event 8 
Participation: The event involved 112 citizens from various cities and schools from the whole Czech Republic. 76 
of the participants were male. 36 of the participants were female. 69 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 35 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. Just 7 of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Opava, Czech Republic, from 01/03/2019 to 03/03/2019.  
Short description: The aim of the event was to educate young participants not just through competitive debates, 
but also including debate-related workshops led by the ADK methodologists and competition director lecturers 
from SDA. These covered some basic and advanced debate skills. The topics of the debates were related mainly 
to combatting climate change and indebtedness in the Czech Republic. 
Motions: 

• The Czech Republic should combat the indebtedness of its citizens 

• Development aid should be tied to combating climate change 

• Organ trade should be legalized 

• The state should financially support cultural events 
 

Event 9 
Participation: The event involved 126 citizens, including 18 participants from the city of Tartu (Estonia), 
42 participants from the city of Tallinn (Estonia) 12 participants from the city of Pärnu (Estonia), 



3 participants from the city of Kuressaare (Estonia), 18 participants from the city of Narva (Estonia), 
12 participants from the city of Sillamäe (Estonia). 67 of the participants were male. 59 of the participants were 
female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Türi, Estonia, from 30/03/2018 to 1/04/2018 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to give students an opportunity to participate in a debating 
tournament. This gave students the opportunity to think about various topics, construct arguments and moreover 
express and exchange their ide 
 
Event 10 
Participation: The event involved 108 citizens, including 21 participants from the city of Tartu (Estonia),  
21 participants from the city of Tallinn (Estonia), 15 participants from the city of Pärnu (Estonia), 
3 participants from the city of Kuressaare (Estonia), 15 participants from the city of Narva (Estonia), 
15 participants from the city of Sillamäe (Estonia), 6 participants from the city of Loksa (Estonia), 
3 participants from the city of Nõo (Estonia). 57 of the participants were male. 51 of the participants were female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Paikuse, Estonia, from 9/02/2019 to 10/02/2019 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to give students an opportunity to practice their public speaking and 
argumentative skills.  
 
Event 11 
Participation: The event involved 72 citizens, including participants from the city of Helsinki (Finland). 33 of the participants 
were male. 39 of the participants were female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Helsinki, Filnand, at 11/02/2019. 
Short description: The aim of the event was to give young students an opportunity to learn about current affairs and debate 
speech techniques. 

 
Event 12 – Lycée Jean Moulin (Draguignan)  
 
Participation: The event involved  105 participants from the city of Draguignan (France),  
13 participants from the city of Trans-en-Provence (France), 7 participants from the city of Flayosc (France), 3 
participants from the city of Vidauban (France), 2 participants from the city of Callas (France), 2 participants from 
the city of Les Arcs (France), 1 participant from the city of Regusse (France), 1 participant from the city of Salerenes, 
1 participant from the city of Figanières (France), 1 participant from the city of Bargemon (France), 1 participant from 
the city of Ampus (France). 47 of the participants were male. 58 of the participants were female. 
 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Draguignan (France) on January 22nd 2018 
 
Short description:  The event took place in the High School Jean Moulin, where workshops were held on 
citizenship, multicultural diversity, European Union and their institutions using non-formal education methods in order 
to promote active citizenship and raise awareness on the importance to speak up. 
 
 
Event 13 – Re Tour Citoyen 
 
Participation: The event involved 90 participants from the city of Marseille (France). All participants were under 18 
years of age. 44 of the participants were male. 46 of the participants were female. 
 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Marseille (France), on February 21st 2019.   
 

Short description:  The event was held at Aix Marseille University in Marseille, where workshops were held that 
provided the theoretical information about the rules and the organization of a debate: respecting the rules of the 
mediator, understanding of a motion, building arguments, presenting them in a coherent speech, and also 
practicing with the realization of a debate in live on current political and social issues selected as motions. 
 
Event 14 – Parlement Régional de la Jeunesse 
 
Participation: The event involved 39 participants from the city of Marseille (France). 21 of the participants wre male. 
18 of the participants were female. All participants were under 18 years of age. 
 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Marseille (France) on March 30th 2019. 
 

Short description:  The aim of the event was to provide the theoretical information about the rules and the 
organization of a debate: respecting the rules of the mediator, understanding of a motion, building arguments, 



presenting them in a coherent speech, and also practicing with the realization of a debate in live on current political 
and social issues selected as motions. A second part of the event was focusing on raining awareness on 
European citizenship. 
 

 
 Event 15 (“Budapest Open 2018 Debate Tournament”)  
Participation: The event involved 107 citizens, including 5 participants from the city of Budapest (Hungary), 24 
participants from the city of Belgrade (Serbia), 12 participants from the city of Eindhoven (Netherlands), 7 
participants from the city of Cracow (Poland), 6 participants from the city of Vienna (Austria), 6 participants from 
the city of Zagreb (Croatia), 6 participants from the city of Burlington, Vermont (USA), 4 participants from the city 
of Prague (Czechia), 3 participants from the city of Amsterdam (Netherlands), 3 participants from the city of 
Copenhagen (Denmark), 3 participants from the city of Tel Aviv (Israel), 3 participants from the city of Clemson, 
South Carolina (USA), 3 participants from the city of Warsaw (Poland), 3 participants from the city of Brno 
(Czechia), 2 participants from the city of Lublin (Poland), 2 participants from the city of Novi Sad (Serbia), 1 
participant from the city of Oxford (United Kingdom), 2 participants from the city of Helsinki (Finland), 2 
participants from the city of Munich (Germany), 2 participants from the city of Cologne (Germany), 2 participants 
from the city of Rotterdam (Netherlands), 2 participants from the city of Lund (Sweden), 2 participants from the 
city of Tilburg (Netherlands), 2 participants from the city of A Coruna (Spain), 2 participants from the city of Kyiv 
(Ukraine), 2 participants from the city of Pristina (Kosovo), 1 participant from the city of Cambridge (United 
Kingdom), 1 participant from the city of London (United Kingdom), 1 participant from the city of Delft 
(Netherlands), 1 participant from the city of Stockholm (Sweden), 1 participant from the city of Odessa 
(Ukraine), 1 participant from the city of Sofia (Bulgaria). 64 of the participants were male. 43 of the participants 
were female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Budapest, Hungary, from 09/03/2018 to 11/03/2018 Short 
description: The aim of the event was to facilitate intercultural dialogue and discussion; to raise awareness 
about critical, current European and global issues (including the EU expansion of 2004, communist 
secularisation in Eastern Europe, and the concept of a lottery parliament); and to draw attention to the good 
practices of competitive debating within Hungary.  
 
Event 16 (“Carpathian Basin Debate Tournament”) Participation: The event involved 109 citizens, including 
37 participants from the city of Budapest (Hungary),  
25 participants from the city of Debrecen (Hungary), 20 participants from the city of Csongrád (Hungary), 15 
participants from the city of Kecskemét (Hungary), 4 participants from the city of Pécs (Hungary), 8 participants 
from the city of Targu Mures (Romania). 52 of the participants were male. 57 of the participants were female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Budapest, Hungary from 17/11/2018 to 18/11/2018 Short 
description: The aim of the event was to promote cultured debate and discussion, to allow youth to explore 
critical current European issues (including studying abroad within the EU in public education, and universal basic 
income), and to popularize competitive debating within Hungarian schools.  

 

 
 Event 17  
Participation: The event involved 220 citizens from the city of ROME (Italy). 80 of the participants were male. 
140 of the participants were female.  
Location / Dates: The event took place in different high schools (Rome, Italy), from 06/02/2018 to 23/04/2018 
Short description: The aim of the event was to organize a training course in the debate for high school students. 
The course was organized in 3/4 meetings every group and provided the basic tools to introduce young people to 
the theory and practice of debate with current political, philosophical and social issues. A focus was conducted 
on communication skills and public speaking.  
 
Event 18 
Participation: The event involved 357 citizens from the city of ROME (Italy). 125 of the participants were male. 
232 of the participants were female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Liceo Orazio, Via A. Savinio 21 (Rome, Italy), in 28/05/2018.  
Short description: The aim of the event was encouraging student participation in a debate tournament on 
various current issues. The competition favored the commitment of the youngsters in the comparison of the 
argumentation of the different opinions concerning the topics of discussion.  
 

Event 19 – National Tournament 
Participation: The event involved  116 citizens, including 7 participants from the city of Ventspils,  



11 participants from the city of Riga, 15 participants from the city of Cēsis, 15 participants from the city of 
Daugavpils, 6 participants from Iecava (village), 36 participants from the city of Liepaja, 7 participants from the city 
of Krāslava, 7 participants from Vecpiebalga (village), 12 participants from the city of Jelgava.  
45 of the participants were male. 71 of the participants were female. 82 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 18 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. 16 of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Jelgava, Latvia, on April 14, 2018. 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to debate on the resolution “Democracy in the EU is/is not facing 
crisis.” Before the national event there were four regional tournaments on the issues of democracy and prior to that  
there were discussions in school debate clubs.  
 
 
Event 20 – National Tournament 
Participation: The event involved  124  citizens, including  8 participants from the city of Cēsis, 
 6 participants from Jaunpiebalga, 11 participants from Ventspils, 3 participants from Rudzati, 11 participants from 
Bauska, 5 participants from Vecpiebalga, 4 participants from Kraslava, 29 participants from Liepaja, 7 participants 
from Jelgava, 5 participants from Iecava, 6 participants from Riga, 24 participants from Daugavpils, 5 participants 
from Dobele. 
37 of the participants were male, 87 of the participants were female. 96 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 5 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. 23  of the participants were over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Jelgava, Latvia, on April 6, 2019. 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to debate on the resolution “The voting age for European Parliament 
should/should not be lowered to 16.” Before the national event there were four regional tournaments on the issues 
related to the maturity and sense of responsibility concerning  democracy and prior to that there were discussions 
in school debate clubs.  
 
Event 21 - NATIONAL DEBATE TOURNAMENT FOR NOVICES 
 
Date: November 17, 2018 
Place: Kaunas Jesuit High School (address: Rotuses a. 9, Kaunas)  
Topic:  “Enlargement to the East should become a strategic EU priority” 
No of participants: 210, of which 80 male and 23 female, 196 under the age of 30, and 14 between the ages of 35 and 65. 
Short Description: The Tournament was based on the motion on whether the expansion to the East should become 
European Union’s strategic priority. Majority of teams on Proposition came up with 3 key arguments – the moral obligation of 
EU to expand, the economic benefits it will get and the strength it will gain on international arena. The proposing teams would 
try to argue that the Eastern states are relatively weak yet could be stabilized with the help of EU. Thus, as EU is the strongest 
agent in the region of Europe, which for years has been an active member participating in solving of disputes not only in 
Crimea and Ossetia but also in other regions like Yemen and Syria, it has the moral obligation to help the Eastern nations. 
However, the teams would also argue that the gained benefits would not be one-sided – the Eastern nations for years have 
showed willingness to join EU. These countries have potentially strong economic markets and specific sectors, such as 
agriculture, which with Union’s helped could be immensely developed and would benefit the European Union, as it would have 
new economically strong partners bringing in labor force and new trade opportunities. Lastly, teams argued that global 
superpowers, such as the United States and China, would perceive EU as a strong agent, which managed to help neighboring 
states and managed to dominate the European region, thus, they would be willing to cooperate even more. Moreover, this 
would make Russia stop its aggressive actions, as it would be too afraid of the EU which has gained new partners and has 
managed to strengthen the Eastern nations. 
 
Comparatively, the opposing teams would argue that EU never had any moral obligation, that the Eastern nations are simply 
too weak to cooperate and this will lead to European Union going downhill. Firstly, the teams would point out that EU already 
has issues inside its borders, such as rising Euroscepticism, Brexit, refugee crisis, and all of that is too much to deal with 
already. It is too risky to invest elsewhere when the Union is weak on the inside and most of its member states are already 
unsatisfied with current actions regarding the East, therefore, EU has the moral obligation to take care of its member states in 
the first place. Secondly, teams would argue that the Eastern nations are already not committed to joining the EU, as they fail 
to fulfill current requirements and are both, politically and economically, unstable, thus, the Union would be wasting money 
and in the long-term would not get strong partners that could benefit its economy. Lastly, the opposition would argue that this 
will make the EU seem pathetic on an international level, making the global superpowers not willing to cooperate with the 
Union, while at the same time it will only further incentivize the Russian aggression to grow as it will want to have the Eastern 
countries under at influence zone. 
 
Event 22 – Lithuanian National Debating Academy 
Participants The event attracted 112 partciipants. 99 participants were under 30 years of age. 13 participants were between 
35 and 65 years of age. 43 of the participants were male. 69 of the participants were female. 
Location / Dates the 24th National Debating Academy of Lithuania took place in Druskininkai from June 21st to 
the 25th. 
Short Description Students had a unique opportunity to listen to workshops held by students from prestigious universities, 
such as Harvard, Yale-NUS and others. The workshops provided students the ability to both listen to 



invaluable information garnered from years of debating experience and participate actively by creating 
argumentation and rebuttal ideas. 
On the 23rd, the tournament part of the Academy began, with teams fighting to see who was the best 
team in 6 rounds of preliminary rounds, with 3 outrounds(Quarterfinals onward). A power-pairing 
system was utilized to ensure teams were matched up with other teams who were at a similar level at 
the tournament. 
During preliminary rounds, students got to debate on a variety of motions that provoked students to 
engage in comparative, equal debates. Motions such as &quot;THW implement an automation tax&quot; reflect 
both true grievances of individuals across the globe at the prospect of losing their jobs, whilst also 
showing the potential for unlimited advances. 
8 Teams advanced to the quarterfinals after the preliminary rounds, we would like to congratulate again 
the following: 
1. KJG A 
2. LSMUG A 
3. KJG C 
4. KJG B 
5. Klaipėdos Licėjus A 
6. VJG 
7. Vilniaus Saulės 
8. KJG D 
Eventually, in the finals, on the motion that &quot;THW, as Lithuania, immediately push for federalization of 
Europe&quot;, LSMUG A and KJG A met. The motion was designed to provoke in-depth discussion of 
current European issues, such as smaller countries feeling marginalized. The judging panel was happy 
with the level of analysis shown by the teams. After a gruelling debate which included in-depth 
argumentation on Lithuania&#39;s own needs and the well-being of Europe itself, the team on Proposition, 
 
KJG A, won on a 5-2 split. We would like to congratulate again the winners - Liepa Šeškevičiūtė, Vita 
Raskevičiūtė and Kotryna Andriuškevičiūtė. 
 

Event 22 Polish National Debating Championship in British Parliamentary Style 
Participation: The event involved 126 citizens, including 60 participants from the city of  Warsaw, 30 participants 
from the city of Krakow, 30 participants from the city of Białystok. 124 participants were under 30 years of age. 2 
participants were between the ages of 35 and 65. 83 of the participants were male. 43 of the participants were 
female. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Warsaw, Poland (city, country), from  01/07/2018  to 03/07/2018 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to promote the art of debating among most civic-oriented students 
of Polish universities and to find common understanding of the challenges European Union faces on political, 
economic and cultural level. 
 
 
Event 23 – Regional tournament Slovakia 
Participation: The event involved 96 citizens from various cities and schools from mainly Eastern Slovakia. 
52 of the participants were male. 44 of the participants were female. 43 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 52 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. Just one of the participants was over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Michalovce, Slovakia, from 09/02/2018 to 11/02/2018 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants not just through competitive debates, 
but also including debate- and content-related workshops led by lecturers from SDA. These covered some basic 
and advanced debate skills, as well as topics tied to current situation in the EU like hybrid threats, sexism, political 
situation in Slovakia and Europe, etc. These topics also resonated in chosen motions for debate rounds. 
Motions: 

● Stable autocracy is better than labile democracy 
● Art should be anonymous 
● People from socially excluded communities should be criminally punished with half-punishments 

 
 
Event 24 – Regional tournament Slovakia 
Participation: The event involved 94 citizens from various cities and schools from mainly Western Slovakia. 
63 of the participants were male. 31 of the participants were female. 44 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 49 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age. Just one of the participants was over 35 of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Považská Bystrica, Slovakia, from 16/02/2018 to 18/02/2018 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants not just through competitive debates, 
but also including debate- and content-related workshops led by lecturers from SDA. These covered some basic 
and advanced debate skills, as well as topics tied to current situation in the EU like hybrid threats, sexism, political 
situation in Slovakia and Europe, etc. These topics also resonated in chosen motions for debate rounds. 



Motions: 
● Stable autocracy is better than labile democracy 
● Good name of historical individuals with positive impact on forming and legacy of Slovak nation should be 

protected by law 

● Private developers' projects should be obliged to include public non-commercial community spaces 
 
 
Event 25 – Regional tournament Slovakia 
Participation: The event involved 53 citizens from various cities and schools from mainly Eastern Slovakia. 
24 of the participants were male. 29 of the participants were female. 34 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 19 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age.  
Location / Dates: The event took place in Košice, Slovakia, from 08/02/2019 to 09/02/2019 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants through competitive debates. Topics 
important and visible in current situation in Europe politics and society resonated in chosen motions for debate 
rounds. 
Motions: 

● European union should lead an information war as a response to rise of populism support 
● Gas taxes should constantly significantly increase 
● Satirical forms of hate speech should be punished 

 
Event 26 – Regional tournament Slovakia 
Participation: The event involved 74 citizens from various cities and schools from mainly Western Slovakia. 
46 of the participants were male. 28 of the participants were female. 30 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 44 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age.  
Location / Dates: The event took place in Nitra, Slovakia, from 15/02/2019 to 17/02/2019 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants not just through competitive debates, 
but also including debate- and content-related workshops led by lecturers from SDA. These covered some basic 
and advanced debate skills, as well as topics tied to current situation in the EU like hybrid threats, sexism, political 
situation in Slovakia and Europe, populism, identities, etc. These topics also resonated in chosen motions for 
debate rounds. 
Motions: 

● European union should lead an information war as a response to rise of populism support 
● All drugs should be legalized 
● All people should wear grey uniforms 

 
 
Event 27 – Regional tournament Slovakia 
Participation: The event involved 66 citizens from various cities and schools from mainly Central Slovakia. 
37 of the participants were male. 29 of the participants were female. 24 of the participants were under 18 years of 
age. 42 of the participants were between 18 and 35 years of age.  
Location / Dates: The event took place in Žilina, Slovakia, from 22/02/2019 to 23/02/2019 
Short description:  The aim of the event was to educate young participants through competitive debates. Topics 
important and visible in current situation in Europe politics and society resonated in chosen motions for debate 
rounds. 
Motions: 

● European union should lead an information war as a response to rise of populism support 
● Art should not be financially supported from state budget 
● Political advertising should be forbidden 

 
Event 28 – National Debate Tournament 
 
Participation The event involed 90 citizens, including 7 participants from the city of Trbovlje – Slovenia, 7 participants from 
the city of Novo Mesto – Slovenia, 11 participants from the city of LItija – Slovenia, 36 participatns from the city of Maribor – 
Slovenia, 37 partiicpants form Ljubljana – Slovenia, 14 participatns from Ptuj – Slovenia, 7 partiicpants from Murska Sobota – 
Slovenia, 18 participants from Celje – Slovenia, and 24 participants from Ljutomer – Slovenia. 53 participants were male. 36 
participants were female. All participants were under 30 years of age. 
Location/Dates 
The event took place in Maribor at the venue of Il. Gimnazija Maribor (secondary school) on 16/12/2018. 
Short description: The main aim of the event was to engage students from across the country into the debate on the topic: 
“This house supports mandatory voting at the EU elections”. Debaters were firstly researching the topic and preapring 
arguments in their debate clubs under the mentorship of their debate coaches. At the event they used all the prepared 
material in the three debate rounds. The best two teams also presented a final demonstration debate on the same topic which 
served as a concluding public forum. 



 
Event 29: National Debate Tournament with International Participation (4-6 countries) 

Participation: The event involved 79 citizens, including 42 participants from Slovenia and 37 participants from 
other countries (Bulgaria – 7, Czech Republic – 4, Netherlands – 17, Croatia – 4, Bosnia and Herzegovina – 4). 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Ljutimor at the venue of Gimnazija Franca Mikosica Ljutomer 
(secondary school) from 06/03/0219 to 10/03/2019. 
Short description: The main aim of the event was to engage students from across the country into the debate on 
the topic: “This house believes that the governments of countries that receive large numbers of migrants should 
encourage the creation of ethnically/nationally homogenous areas”. Debaters were firstly researching the topic and 
preapring arguments in their debate clubs under the mentorship of their debate coaches. At the event they used all the 
prepared material in the three debate rounds. The best two teams also presented a final demonstration debate on the same 
topic which served as a concluding public forum. 
We have also invited international participants to share different experiences they have in their countries regarding 
migrants and nationally homogenous areas. 
 
Event 30: II PRE-UNIVERSITY DEBATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Participation: The event involved 28 citizens, including 28 participants from the region of 
EXTREMADURA (SPAIN). 16 of the participants were male. 12 of the participants were female. All were under 30 
years of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Don Benito (Extremadura), 08/05/2019 
Short description: The aim of the event was to promote debate at the school level, giving at the same 
time the chance to university students to try themselves as debate teachers at schools, giving trainings 
for the final round and managing preliminary rounds. 
 
Event 31: CALÍOPE PROGRAMME 
Participation: The event involved 34 citizens, including 34 participants from the city of Badajoz 
(Spain). 8 of the participants were male. 26 of the participants were female. All were under 30 years of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Badajoz (Spain), 27/03/2019 
Short description: The aim of the event was to promote communication skills, as the first step of a 
debate programme, among the youngest, all students from the city of Badajoz between 10 and 12 years 
old. 
 
Event 32 – University of Extremadura Debate Programme 
Participation: The event involved 29 citizens, including 29 participants from the region of Extremadura 
(Spain). 14 of the participants were male. 15 of the participants were female. All were under 30 years of age. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Badajoz (Spain), 23/03/2019 
Short description: The aim of the event was to continue with the exercise of debate, this time with a 
competitive perspective, to encourage the students of the University of Extremadura, in order to involve 
them in the rest of the activities of the association and with them an opportunity to prove their skills 
acquired throughout the rest of the academic year. 
 
Event 33 – Debate the Future of Europe in The Netherlands 
Participation The event involved 38 citizens of the Netherlands, including representatives from Maastricht, 
Roermond, Tilburg, Nijmegen and Hilversum. 18 of the participants were male, 20 participants were female. 34 
were under 30 years of age, 4 were between 35 and 65. 
Location / Dates: The event took place in Maastricht on 18 December 2018. 
Short Description: In 4 debates youth from across the country gathered in this activity, part of the larger 
European Festival in Maastricht, to debate on current affairs: climate change, labour, language acquisition, and the 
relationship and perceptions between youth and the European Union. 

 


